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SOME RECENT BOOKS ON CELTIC. 
Keltic Researches. By E. W. B. Nicholson. Pp. 
xviii + 212. (Oxford: Clarendon Press; London: 

Henry Frowde, 1904.) Price 21s. net. 

The Mythology of the British Islands. By Charles 
Squire. Pp. x + 446. (London : Blackie and Son, 
Ltd,, 1905.) 

The Literature of the Celts, its History and Romance. 
By Magnus Maclean. Pp. XV4-400. (London : 
Blackie and Son, Ltd., 1902.) 

HOSE who have the study of Celtic at heart can¬ 
not but be rejoiced at the strides which it has 
made in recent years. At no period have the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Celtic countries—those of Wales and Ire¬ 
land more especially—'shown a keener interest in their 
languages and institutions than at the present day; 
the number of scholars engaged in Celtic research has 
never been so great; and this Celtic revival, so-called, 
is like to prove no passing outburst, fanned by eccen¬ 
trics and sentimentalists; rather we should see in it 
the coming of the race into its own again, the reap¬ 
ing after many days of a rich harvest of literature and 
legend. 

In the case of the Welsh, the movement has been 
partly the cause, parti)' the effect of the movement to¬ 
wards improved education, and is no longer of yester¬ 
day. It can be traced back some seventy years, to the 
founding of the British schools by the late Sir Hugh 
Owen. Thirty years later the same enlightened 
patriot added discussions, both learned and practical, 
on matters affecting the Principality, to the musical 
and literary contests at the Eisteddfod. About the 
same time the study of the Welsh language, which 
owed what life it had to the devoted labours of 
Chancellor Silvan Evans, received a fresh direction 
from the papers and speeches of Prof. Rhys, who in¬ 
veighed against the school of Dr. Owen Pughe, and 
pointed the way to more scientific methods. The last 
fifty years have been marked by a steady, if gradual, 
advance; the interest in Wales and things Welsh, and 
the sense of nationality, have become ever keener and 
more real, the language has secured a fresh lease of 
life, and the study of philology and history has been, 
and continues to be, vigorous and fruitful; not the 
least happy augury for the future is the fact that a 
number of younger men, natives of the Principality, 
have already made a name in these fields. 

Unlike the Welsh, by which it may have been in part 
suggested, the Irish revival is of comparatively recent 
date. It is none the less vigorous on that account. 
Within the last few years, owing largely to the efforts 
of the Gaelic League, Irish has been studied with 
eagerness by persons of every shade of opinion, and a 
determined attempt has been made to develop native 
industries. A society has been founded for the publica¬ 
tion of Irish texts—it has already done considerable 
work—and a special school, the School of Irish Learn¬ 
ing, has been started to give students a scientific train¬ 
ing in the language and to open up the rich treasures 
of Irish literature. The necessary funds are provided 
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in part by voluntary subscription, and the generous 
donor may hope that he is helping to raise up a race 
of scholars as devoted as O’Curry and O’Donovan, as 
distinguished as Stokes and O’Grady. Up to this pre¬ 
sent, there has been no corresponding movement 
among the Scotch Highlanders or the other Celtic 
peoples, but it will not be the fault of their congeners 
if their national aspirations remain unawakened. The 
Pan-Celtic Congress, which met for the first time in 
1901, has for one of its aims to increase the feeling of 
union among “ the sea-divided Gaels ” themselves; it 
is attended by delegates from all the Celtic districts, as 
well from Brittany as from those on this side of the 
Channel. 

Apart from the enthusiasm of the Celtic-speaking 
races for their own language and institutions, there 
is a growing tendency among the other inhabitants of 
these islands—themselves far from purely Teutonic—* 
to recognise the importance of the Celtic element and 
to wish to be enlightened as to its history and litera¬ 
ture. It is doubtless to meet this demand that there 
have appeared of late years a number of books on Celtic 
subjects, written not so much for the specialist as for 
the general public. Of the books at the head of this 
notice two—Mr. Squire’s “ Mythology ” and Mr. 
Maclean’s “Literature”—are of this more or less 
popular character. All three alike are the work of men 
whose distinctions are not confined to Celtic, and bear 
witness to the increasing interest which it is exciting 
among the British nation as a whole. 

Mr. Nicholson’s “ Keltic Researches,” as the sub¬ 
title indicates, are a series of studies in the history of 
the ancient Goidelic languages and peoples. The 
author’s first object is to demonstrate to philologists 
certain unrecognised or imperfectly recognised lin¬ 
guistic facts; but, inasmuch as he has not made Celtic 
his one and only study, he does not write in a narrow, 
specialising spirit; his linguistic facts are important, 
but he values them chiefly for the light which they 
throw on history in general, on the Pictish question, on 
the Menapian settlements, and on the distribution of 
the Celtic languages in Britain and on the Continent. 
The main philological result of the book is to show 
that the loss of original p, a loss supposed to be the 
main characteristic of the Celtic languages, is of com¬ 
paratively late date in the Goidelic group, that, in fact, 
p was kept at Bordeaux until the fifth century a.d. 
Those who wish to be satisfied as to the soundness of 
his linguistic foundation are advised to turn to the ap¬ 
pendices, which make up a third of his book, imme¬ 
diately after reading the first eight pages. 

We need scarcely point out that much of his matter 
is controversial, and that some of his conclusions are 
liable to be disputed. For instance, many will refuse 
to admit that the Piets spoke a tongue virtually iden¬ 
tical with Gaelic; they will maintain with Stokes that 
they spoke something nearer akin to Welsh, or with 
Zimmer and Rhvs that their language was not Aryan 
at all. On the other hand, there can be little doubt as 
to the correctness of his main linguistic results. Ex¬ 
ception may be taken to the interpretation of his pieces 
justificatives, the Rom tablets and the Coligny calen¬ 
dar; but he is certainly right in inferring that, besides 
those of the Gallo-Brythonic branch, there existed in 
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Gaul a language or languages closely akin to 
Goidelic or ancient Gaelic of the British Isles. Strange 
to say, although every Celtist knows that the peoples 
of the Gallo-Bry.thonic group had p for qu from time 
immemorial—petor in Gaulish petorritum = Latin qua- 
tuor—and that those of the Goidelic branch retained 
qu like the Romans, the greater number have chosen 
to assume that Gaulish was co-extensive with Celtic 
on the Continent. In spite of the evidence of such 
names as Aquitania, Sequana, Sequani, it was the 
fashion to suppose that qu was unknown in Gaul and 
that all the Celts alike dropped the consonant p of the 
Indo-European parent speech, as, for instance, in 
Aremorica, Armorica, where are is approximately equi¬ 
valent to the Greek rrapa. In laying stress on the fact 
that the retention of the old qu and Indo-European p 
are characteristic of the Pictavian and Sequanian lan¬ 
guages be has done valuable service to the cause of 
philology, and recalled Celtic scholars from a path of 
error. He does not, indeed, claim to be the first to 
point out that the Celtic languages of the Continent 
were not of one and the same type. He tells us that 
as early as 1847 Jacob Grimm showed that the charms 
in the work of Marcellus of Bordeaux were in a lan¬ 
guage virtually identical with old Irish, and that Pictet 
afterwards proved that Indo-European p was retained 
in one of these charms in the prefix pro. Half a cen¬ 
tury later (in February, 1891), in a paper read before 
the Philological Society, Prof. Rhys brought together 
certain qu names from the Continent to prove the same 
thesis, and proposed that the language in Gaul akin 
to Goidelic should be called Celtican. He insisted on 
the significance of the words of Sulpicius Severus in 
Dialog. I. 27, “ Tu vero, inquit Postumianus, vel Cek 
tice, aut si mavis, Gallice loquere, dummodo jam Mar- 
tinum loquaris.” So, too, Mr. Macbain, in the intro¬ 
duction to his etymological dictionary of the Gaelic 
Language (Inverness, 1896), inserts among the q 
group by the side of Goidelic “ dialects in Spain and 
Gaul.” This was not long before the Coligny calen¬ 
dar and the Rom inscriptions came to light, showing 
that the Sequani and the Pictones, at any rate, spoke 
languages belonging to the same group as old Irish. 

There can be no question that the book deserves 
study. If it sometimes betrays inexperience—and the 
author would be the first to admit this—it shows signs 
of many-sided learning, and in some cases of rare in¬ 
sight ; the whole breathes an impartiality and generous 
candour which are wanting in many searchers after 
truth. 

“ The Mythology of the British Islands,” by Charles 
Squire, is an introduction to Celtic myth, legend, 
poetry, and romance. It is intended, as we have seen, 
not for the learned, but for the ordinary reader, and 
the subject is approached from the literary rather than 
from the scholastic standpoint. Believing that the 
classic fount from which the poet so long drew inspira¬ 
tion has lost its potency, that the Greek stories can no 
longer be handled save by the genius alone, the author 
has attempted to put the natives of these islands in 
possession of a new heritage of myth and tradition, a 
heritage which is as much their own as that of the 
Teutons and Scandinavians. 
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Although the Welsh mabinogi and romances, and 
much of the Gaelic saga, have been made accessible in 
translations, it is unlikely that the British public as a 
whole can have formed anything like an adequate 
idea of Celtic mythology. The works in point contain 
but few explanations, and he who opens them for the 
first time, while he may be sensible of their charm, 
cannot but be bewildered by the novelty of his sur¬ 
roundings. He feels that he has ventured into a new 
world, peopled by characters whose very names are, 
for the most part, unfamiliar. If he wishes to under¬ 
stand their setting, to trace the connection between 
them, he must peruse innumerable lectures and learned 
essays, a task which is like to prove no light one. Mr. 
Squire’s book is calculated to meet his difficulty. In 
it he will at last be formally introduced to the person¬ 
ages of Celtic mythology, to the gods and giants of the 
Gaels, to the champions of the Red Branch of Ulster— 
heroes of an epic almost worthy to rqnk with that of 
Troy—and to Finn and his Fenians. He will also- 
make acquaintance with the chief figures of the Bry- 
thonic Pantheon, with the earlier race of gods, and 
with Arthur and his knights, who will be seen to be¬ 
long to the same company. 

As our author does not claim to have written an 
original work, it goes without saying that we are not 
called upon to enter into a discussion of his subject- 
matter. He has studied the works of the best scholars, 
and for the most part he adheres to them faithfully. 
It is possible that in some cases he may show him¬ 
self over positive, that he may be inclined to treat as 
certain what his authority has advanced as a conjec¬ 
ture. But since his sole object in writing is to gain 
a larger audience for the studies of others, slips of this 
kind cannot be regarded as serious. 

In our opinion his book is both useful and attractive. 
His treatment of his subject is thorough and conscien¬ 
tious, and he has realised his hope of presenting it in 
a lucid and agreeable form. It will be matter for sur¬ 
prise if he does not inspire his readers with some at 
least of his own enthusiasm. 

Of Mr. Maclean’s “ Celtic Literature ” there is no 
need to say more than a few words. It is some time 
since it appeared, and we doubt not that many of the 
readers of this Journal are already well acquainted with 
it It is the first attempt to give in brief compass an 
account of Celtic literature from the earliest times to 
the present day. Like Mr. Squire’s “ Mythology,” it 
is intended to serve as a popular introduction ; at the 
same time, it aims at satisfying those in quest of in¬ 
formation as to original sources and books of reference. 
From both points of view' it has much to recommend 
it; it will leave the general reader with a clear idea of 
the main outlines of the subject, while the student will 
find in it a painstaking and, within certain limits, a 
trustworthy guide. We are inclined to prefer the chap¬ 
ters dealing with Celtic literature in modern times, 
with the Highland bards before the Forty-five, with the 
master gleaners of Gaelic poetry, &c. The pages 
which describe the influence of Celtic on English litera¬ 
ture are also interesting reading. The book ends wfith 
a survey of Celtic studies and a list of Celtic scholars 
past and present. 
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